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Dear Friends: 

 
This issue of Treasures is dedicated to the men and women who give up their time and 
talents to assist the Pediatric Oncology Treasure Chest Foundation. 

 
Every week a core group of 25 to 30 volunteers convenes to work on a variety of tasks 
here at the Treasure Chest Foundation warehouse. These tasks include categorizing,  
labeling and boxing toys, protecting toys and blankets with protective covers, grouping 
gifts in gift bags, labeling gift cards, folding letters, sealing envelopes and labeling  
mailers, to name just a few of the tasks they perform. The Treasure Chest Foundation’s 
continued operations would not be possible without these loyal volunteers who selflessly 
contribute their time each and every week to benefit children and teens fighting cancer.  
Our organization simply would not function without these passionate weekly  
volunteers—they are truly the bread and butter of our operation.  

 
I would also like to recognize our silent heroes, the dignitaries who serve on the  
Foundation’s Board of Directors. The responsibilities of this group of men and women 
extend well beyond attending Board meetings. They serve in leadership positions, assist 
in fundraising strategies and consistently raise public awareness of our organization and 
its unique mission. I would also be remiss not to mention the committee members who 
attend an endless stream of meetings for our special events and fundraisers throughout 
the year, all with the end goal of bringing in funds to support the little ones served by the 
Treasure Chest Foundation. And finally, I am grateful for the services of the men and 
women who deliver hundreds of pounds of toys to local hospitals each month and our 
webmaster who tirelessly updates our web site month after month. The contributions of 
all these dedicated colleagues make our Foundation operate like a well-oiled machine. 

 
Every volunteer makes such a big difference in the lives of the children and teens we 
serve and that is why we do not want our volunteers to go unnoticed.  If you are a  
member of the Board of Directors, a committee 
member or a volunteer, please know that your  
efforts are deeply appreciated. All of these generous 
people don’t ask for anything in return and that is 
why this issue is dedicated to these valued and  
irreplaceable individuals.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Colleen M. Kisel 

Founder and CEO 
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Throughout the celebration of our 20th anniversary in 2016, we at 
the Treasure Chest Foundation are looking back on our rich  
heritage and amazing history with pride and lasting memories. The 
following is an excerpt from a speech delivered by Dr. Sharad Salvi. 
The article is a reprint from our first-ever newsletter in 1997. Dr. 
Salvi was the featured keynote speaker for the American Cancer 
Society’s fundraising dinner held at the Riviera Country Club in 
February, 1997. This remarkable gentleman was Martin Kisel’s  
pediatric oncologist and has been a loyal donor to the Treasure 
Chest Foundation and Building Fund since our humble beginnings.  

I was asked to speak to you tonight about pediatric cancer. Let me 
begin by sharing a true story with you. 

Little Johnny was part of a happy family who was living with his 
mom, dad and two sisters. One day, he accompanied his sister to the 
pediatrician’s office because she had a cold.  

Somehow, the pediatrician was concerned about Johnny’s color alt-
hough he was not the child due for a check-up. At the pediatrician’s 
insistence, Johnny’s mother reluctantly agreed to have a blood test 
done. Johnny’s mother did not like the idea because Johnny was 
scared of needles. The blood test was abnormal and suspicious, so a 
blood specialist was called. Just the description “blood specialist” 
sounds scary. One can only imagine how Johnny and his mom felt at 
the time. 

From that day on Johnny’s world changed completely. He had  
leukemia. Johnny had to undergo multiple tests with all kind of  
needles—too many to count. He called the needles “noodles” to make 
them sound less fearful.  

During the period of testing, Johnny’s dad didn’t have the slightest 
idea that his little boy’s life had completely changed. Dad was away 
on a business trip, but when he was contacted, he came running home 
to stand by Johnny and his mom. Somehow, by God’s grace, the  
family found strength to withstand this blow. Frequent visits to the 
hospital and bone marrow tests became part of the family’s routine 
and the doctors and nurses became part of the extended family.  

Slowly, Johnny started to get better, regain his strength, and the day 
came which had seemed too far away to ever think about in the  

beginning. Johnny completed his long, treacherous treatment. Every-
one around Johnny was hopeful again. Today Johnny is cured of his 
cancer. This is a true story of so many children who are being treated 
for various cancers. Most people are surprised to learn that cancer is 
second only to trauma as the leading cause of death in children and 
adolescents.  

By projecting the trends from the data collected by the National  
Cancer Institute, the incidence of cancer in children younger than 15 
years of age approaches 14 cases per 100,000 each year. That means 
more than 7,500 children under 15 years of age develop cancer each 
year; one in every 475 children in the U.S. will develop cancer before 
the age of 15 and one in 333 by the age of 19. 

The diagnosis of cancer deals a heavy emotional blow to a family. A 
child whose future appears to be bright and happy as little as a day 
before diagnosis, is suddenly faced with a bleak outlook with a  
diagnosis of cancer. It affects the total family structure. Parents are 
devastated by the diagnosis and perceive an implicit message of early 
death for their child.  

They are strained both financially and emotionally and experience 
marital dysfunction. Siblings suffer from alienation and social  
dysfunction. They may feel jealous and perceive that their parents do 
not love them as much as their ill sibling. Some even wish they would 
get cancer, while others are afraid of catching it. Nearly all feel  
isolated. 

There is, however, a bright side to all of this. The cure rate for  
pediatric cancer was less than 50% in the 1970’s. In the 90’s it  
increased to nearly 70%. If each childhood cancer survivor lives until 
age 77, which is the average life span in the U.S., the loss of about 
300,000 years of potential life is being saved each year. 

The prevalence of cancer survivors among young adults in the U.S. 
will increase from one in 1,000 previous to 1990 to one in 900 in the 
year 2000 and may be as many as one in 250 in the year 2010. This 
progress has come mainly because of the organizational structure for 
treating and fighting pediatric cancer that was developed over 25 years 
ago. There are two pediatric co-operative cancer clinical trial groups in 
the country. One is C.C.G., the Children’s Cancer Group. The other is 
P.O.G., the Pediatric Oncology Group. These are the National Cancer 
Institute supervised groups of individuals and institutions. (There are 
also similar cooperative groups in Europe and England.) Almost all 
pediatric oncologists and institutions involved in the treatment of  
children with cancer belong to one or the other group. For example, 
my institution, Hope Children’s Hospital, belongs to the Pediatric  
Oncology Group. 

Almost 94% of children with cancer receive their treatment at P.O.G. 
or C.C.G. member institutions. The major aim of these groups is to 
address important treatment questions by conducing multi-institutional 
trials. Such trials have steadily improved the cure rate in pediatric  
cancers.  

If we look around us, we will see many little children like Johnny. 
Some have been fortunate and some have not. As a society, we should 
make concerted efforts to help the children and their families in their 
difficult journey of hope and finding a cure for cancer. 

Pediatric Oncologist Speaks Out 



 

 

 

Elim Christian Services Gives to  
Children Fighting Cancer Every Thursday 

The adults of Elim Christian Services in Orland Park convene every Thursday morning to give 
back to children fighting cancer. The adults assist the Treasure Chest Foundation by working on  
mailers, labeling toys, stuffing envelopes and labeling gift cards, to name just a few tasks.  

Elim Instructor Lynne Huiner said, “The adults 
of Elim Christian Services enjoy serving  
others and giving back to the community.  We 
especially love to help children.” Elim  
volunteer Bob Hillegonds said, “I enjoy  
working here for the children.” 

Orland Park Resident 
 Danny Wright  

Palos Park Couple Herb and  
Janice Walker Deliver Smiles of Joy 

Volunteer Jean Masterson 

Dynamic Duo Rita Parsons and  
Diane Ritchie 
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Donations - June 1, 2016 - August 31, 2016 

$10,000-$49,000 
Guardian Angels for the Kids, Darien, IL  
 
$1,000-$9,999 
Aileen S. Andrew Foundation,  
     Orland Park, IL 
Benjamin B. Green-Field Foundation, 
     Tinley Park, IL 
Arnold D’Angelo, Easton, CT  
Edward A. and Evelyn M. Dik Family  
     Foundation, Cincinnati, OH 
Faith United Methodist Church of  
     Orland Park, Orland Park, IL 
Homer Glen Junior Women’s Club, 
     Homer Glen, IL 
Kiwanis Club of Orland Park, Palos Park, IL 
Mokena Community Park District Foundation, 
     Mokena, IL 
James and Mary Norton, Chicago, IL 
Walter J. and Edith E. Best Foundation, 
     Naperville, IL 
 
$200-$999 
Allstate Giving Campaign, Princeton, NJ 
Amex Nooter, LLC, Tinley Park, IL 
Tera Bella Fundraiser, Orland Park, IL 
Charles Morris Salon, New Lenox, IL 
Dyer Presbyterian Church, Dyer, IN 
Dziedzic Enterprise, Yorkville, IL 
George and Donnajean Heinz, Chicago, IL 
Robert Hirsch, Chicago, IL 
Jeffrey LaMorte Salon & Day Spa,  
     Frankfort IL 
Jeffrey LaMorte Salon & Day Spa,  
     Lemont, IL 
Jeffrey LaMorte Salon & Day Spa,  
     Orland Park, IL 
Tony and Jacqueline Kas, Crete, IL 
Colleen Kisel, Oak Forest, IL 
Bill Moore, Tinley Park, IL 
Salon Evangelos, Orland Park, IL 
Victoria Scanlon, Chicago, IL 
 
$1-$199 
Rita Allen, Palos Park, IL 
Anonymous 
Richard and Sandra Bastian, Tinley Park, IL 
Soria Bunag, Hoffman Estates, IL 
John and Carol Carney, Tinley Park, IL 
Cub Scout Pack 3729, Palos Heights, IL 
Divine Providence Church, Westchester, IL 
Exlon Employee Giving Campaign,  
     Princeton, NJ 
Jinx Fromme, Orland Park, IL 
David and Shelly Genis, Frankfort, IL 
Maddie Genis, Frankfort, IL 
John and Claudia George, Monee, IL 
Edwin and Mary Giermak,  
     Western Springs, IL 
Grant and Gracie Goldberg, Frankfort, IL 
M Hardt and Associates, Inc., DBA Alan  
     and Associates, Orland Park, IL 

Donna Karris, Orland Park, IL  
Brian and Debora Kroll, Seymour, TN 
Barb Kuncic, Summit, IL 
Local 710 Delegate Team, Plainfield, IL 
Mark and Chris Losey, Tinley Park, IL 
Cecelia Lovas, Crestwood, IL 
Melvin and Lynette Marr, Illinois City, IL 
Debra Millhuff, Oak Forest, IL 
Carol Nagle, Tinley Park, IL 
Mary Nagle, Oak Forest, IL 
Jacqueline Parker, Orland Park, IL 
Partnership Concepts Realty Mgmt., Inc, 
     Hinsdale, IL 
Lydia Ponczak, Orland Park, IL 
Jody Redmann, Willow Springs, IL 
Scott Riegler, Palatine, IL 
Irma Rodriguez, Chicago, IL 
Sabella & Graham, PC, Park Ridge, IL 
Abraham Schantz, Matteson, IL 
Janet Schurke, Canyon Country, CA 
Maria Sherwin, Hoffman Estates, IL 
Alan and Kandy Stoeck, Palos Heights, IL 
Margaret Stoklosa, Orland Park, IL 
C.J. Stotts, Lake Havasu City, AZ 
Dan Strack, Shorewood, IL 
TRUiST, Reston, VA 
UPS, Hodgkins, IL 
Paul and Barbara Wechet, Oak Forest, IL 
Women of Providence, Westchester, IL 
Christina and Tina Zagone,  
     Olympia Fields, IL 
Helene Zarcone, Downers Grove, IL 
 
In Memory of …   

Jacob Richard Abraham 
    John and Meghan Abraham, Oak Forest, IL 
    Colleen Kisel, Oak Forest, IL 
Louis Adduce 
    Honey Baked Hams, Palos Heights, IL 
Glenn Benjamin 
    Colleen Kisel, Oak Forest, IL 
    John and Kathy Kocher, Tinley Park, IL 
    Raymond A. Boss Sr. 
     Laraine Barshes, Palos Heights, IL 
Remembering Cathy and Alison 
    Walter and Betty Ross, Homewood, IL 
Charles Emerick 
     Robert and Patricia Judge, Frankfort, IL 
Patty Howard 
     Robert Drozd, Tinley Park, IL 
     Susan Gibbons, Tinley Park, IL 
     Erynn Helsel, Oak Forest, IL 
     Jeanne Horacek, Shorewood, IL 
     Scott Howard, Tinley Park, IL 
     Dana Larson, Woodridge, IL 
     Kathleen Lepitre, Tinley Park, IL 
     Scott Howard Family Picnic 
Noell Kelly 
     D. Kelly, Tinley Park, IL 
Alyssa Marie Kent 
     Roni and Dennis Bava, New Lenox, IL 
 

Norman Marquardt 
     Bob and Lori Draeger, League City, TX 
Patrick Nagle and Cathy Nagle 
    Colleen Kisel, Oak Forest, IL 
Edward and Eleanor Norton  
     and William Cook 
     James and Mary Norton, Chicago, IL 
Irene Oswald 
     Patricia Grasso, Orland Park, IL 
 
In Honor of… 
Michael Kenneth Fanta, Eagle Scout  
     Achievement 
     Mr. and Mrs. Mazur, Batavia, IL 
Richard and Diana Karasek 
     Mr. and Mrs. Lukareski, Mokena, IL 
 
In-Kind Donations 
Amex Nooter, LLC, Tinley Park, IL 
Anthony Rizzo Family Foundation,  
     Chicago, IL 
Aztek Ink, Blue Island, IL 
Scott and Sheri Barbee, Lansing, IL 
Dorothy Barron, Orland Park, IL 
Beggars Pizza, Palos Heights, IL 
Brayden Biala, Carol Stream, IL 
Stephanie Boersma, Manhattan, IL 
Alice Bolzan, Orland Park, IL 
Bridge Teen Center, Orland Park, IL 
Brumm’s Bloomin Barn, Highland, IN 
Kelly Burke, Tinley Park, IL 
Austin Carter, Tinley Park, IL 
Charles Morris Salon, New Lenox, IL 
Chicagoland Entertainment Collectors Expo, 
     Hickory Hills, IL 
Choice Office Equipment and Supplies, 
     Willowbrook, IL  
Cub Scout Pack 3729, Palos Heights, IL 
Divine Providence Church, Westchester, IL 
Doughs Guys Bakery, Palos Heights, IL 
Susan Dutka, Chicago, IL 
Lois Eckert, Orland Park, IL 
Elim Christian Services, Orland Park, IL 
Nancy and Terry Fallah, Olympia Fields, IL 
Richard Faloon, Chicago, IL 
Food 4 Less, Oak Forest, IL 
George and Nancy Gaydos, New Lenox, IL 
Carolyn Gazze, Orland Park, IL 
GDI Services, Inc., Alsip, IL 
David and Shelly Genis, Frankfort, IL 
Girl Scout Troop 60168, Palos Heights, IL 
Dianne Go, Mundelein, IL 
Stephen and Laura Hawrysz, Orland Park, IL 
Heartland Blood Centers, Tinley Park, IL 
Gloria Hudoba, Homer Glen, IL 
IL Matchbox Collector’s Club,  
     Carol Stream, IL 
J. Productions, Chicago, IL 



 

 

 

Donations - June 1, 2016 - August 31, 2016 

Jeffrey LaMorte Salon & Day Spa,  
     Frankfort, IL 
Jeffrey LaMorte Salon & Day Spa,  
     Lemont, IL 
Jeffrey LaMorte Salon & Day Spa,  
     Orland Park, IL 
Tony and Jacqueline Kas, Crete, IL 
Kingsberry Waffle House and Restaurant, 
     Oak Forest, IL 
Colleen Kisel, Oak Forest, IL 
Dawn Koska and Family, New Lenox, IL 
Anna Kostulas, Astoria, NY 
Laurie Kroll, Oak Forest, IL 
Leroy and Cindy Legerski,  
     Evergreen Park, IL 
Mary Lentz 
Cecelia Lovas, Crestwood, IL 
Cheryl Lukas, Orland Park, IL 
Jeannette Mannix, Chicago, IL 
Jean Masterson, Chicago, IL 
Meijer, Orland Park, IL 

Lone Star Steakhouse, Crestwood, IL 
Noreen McCarthy 
Gerard and Carol Meyer, Palos Heights, IL 
Nothing Bundt Cake, Orland Park, IL 
Oberweis Dairy, Palos Park, IL 
O.P.I. Products Inc., North Hollywood, CA 
Orland Bakery, Orland Park, IL 
Orland Park Wine and Spirits,  
      Orland Park, IL 
Jackie O’Rourke, Oak Forest, IL 
Palos South Middle School, Palos Park, IL 
Stella Parhas, Orland Park, IL 
Janice Patocka, Lombard, IL 
Potbelly Sandwich Shop, Orland Park, IL 
Project Linus of Will County,  
     Plainfield, IL 
Barbara Ramsingh, Orland Park, IL 
Carol Rasmussen, Oak Forest, IL 
George and Grace Reddel, Orland Park, IL 
Rental Max, Orland Park, IL 
Joanne Riccio, Alsip, IL 

Robert Kendal Salon and Day Spa,  
     Palos Heights, IL 
Terry and Shawn Ross, Lombard, IL 
Joe and Dawn Sharon, Bloomingdale, IL 
Shira Esthetics Inc., Kenilworth, NJ 
Smooth Ink Sports, Inc., Frankfort, IL 
Mary Lou Stachnik, Oak Forest, IL 
St. Spyridon Church, Palos Heights, IL 
Standard Bank, Hickory Hills, IL 
Standard Bank & Trust, Oak Lawn, IL 
Tina Stover, Blue Island, IL 
Trugurt, Orland Park, IL 
Walt’s Food Center, South Holland, IL 
Waterford Estates, Hazelcrest, IL 
Elaine Whitehouse, Frankfort, IL 
Adrianne Wieczorek, Orland Park, IL 
Dr. Gary and Mary Beth Williams,  
     Orland Park, IL 
Women of Providence, Westchester, IL 
Virginia Zitko, Romeoville, IL  

The Pediatric Oncology Treasure Chest Foundation (POTCF) has named Evergreen Park resident Janet Wilschke its Volunteer of the Year for 2016. 
The prestigious annual award recognizes the hard work of the Foundation’s volunteers who serve on a regular basis. 

 
Janet is one of a core group of senior age volunteers who convene every Friday at the Foundation’s Orland Park warehouse to prepare hundreds of toys 
for shipping to children and teens who are battling cancer. POTCF Founder and CEO Colleen Kisel appreciates the special skill Janet brings to her  
position. “Whenever we need a job done right and done right away, we know Janet’s the one,” says a grateful Colleen. “She’s definitely our ‘go-to’ 
deadline meeter! It’s not unusual to see her standing up for hours on end while she works, a reflection of the energy and enthusiasm she brings to her 
role here.” 

 
Originally from Hometown, Janet has demonstrated her passion for helping others in a number of south suburban venues, most notably as an employee 
at Christ Hospital in Oak Lawn where she worked in the kitchen and was a diet nutritionist aide. In addition to helping out at the Treasure Chest  
Foundation, Janet also finds time to volunteer at the Summit (IL) Bible Church where she works in the kitchen heating up food, setting up tables and 
cleaning throughout the building.   

 
“I met Colleen my very first day at the Treasure Chest Foundation,” recalls Janet. “She taught me the  
importance of matching the toy’s dimensions with its package.” Janet quickly forged a common bond with her 
co-workers who all marvel at her natural ability to eyeball a donated toy and instantly prepare the appropriate 
wrappings for delivery. Her remarkable skill is critical to the success of the Foundation as it serves more than 
10,000 children and teens monthly. On average, the Foundation ships between two and three tons of toys each 
month, an amazing figure made possible by the hard work of volunteers like Janet. 

 
When asked what appeals to her most about volunteering for the Foundation, Janet said without hesitation, “Just 
about everything! The toy wrapping, the fundraising, the people, the atmosphere and my co-workers. We’re all 
one big family!” 

 
Janet joins an impressive list of recent Volunteer of the Year winners, but her unique talent sets her apart as 
perhaps the fastest of the lot. Whether it’s wrapping toys for shipment, preparing mailings or just lending a hand 
with the most pressing priority, Colleen knows that Janet’s work will be lightning quick and efficient.  

Janet Wilschke Named Treasure Chest Foundation  
Volunteer of the Year 



 

 

 

“The Treasure Chest Foundation truly 
saved my life. Before, my heart was empty, 

and now it is full of joy.” — Nan Beard 

“Stuffing envelopes, packing up toys, or 
just sending out complimentary boxes of 

Band Aids to our donors and  
supporters . . .  I enjoy it all.”  

— Janet Wilschke 

They say that lightning never strikes the same 
place twice, and while that may be true, 
there’s no disputing the fact that every  
Friday, a little bolt of magic strikes a small 
warehouse in Orland Park. That’s the day 
when a core group of senior age volunteers 
arrives at the Pediatric Oncology Treasure 
Chest Foundation (POTCF) headquarters and  

 

 

begins to prepare hundreds of toys for  
shipping to children and teens who are  
battling cancer across the nation. Since its 
inception with humble beginnings 20 years 
ago, the Foundation has grown to now serve 
close to 10,000 young patients monthly in 49 
children’s cancer treatment centers in 17 
states across the nation. And a large part of 
the organization’s success is due to the  
perseverance and hard work of this group of 
seniors, many of whom have personally  
experienced the loss of a loved one to cancer. 

Although the volunteers differ in the  
geographical background and experience they 
bring to the Foundation, they share a common 
bond and are united in one cause—to help 
provide joy and smiles to young children and 
teens fighting cancer. Another common trait 

is that members of the group are quite likely 
to promote the Foundation in creative and 
unique ways outside of their normal  
volunteering duties. POTCF Founder and 
CEO Colleen Kisel values the group’s  
dedication and has repeatedly seen their  
collective camaraderie—and flair for creative 
toy gathering/fundraising—deliver impressive 
results. 

 

“I can’t put into words how much this group 
has meant not only to the Treasure Chest 
Foundation, but to thousands upon thousands 
of young cancer patients across the country,” 
says Colleen. “I’m so grateful for their  
dedication and hard work, I can’t imagine 
what things would be like without them. They 
make this a joyful place.” 

 

Indeed, the tight-knit group helps ensure that 
an average of between two and three tons of 
toys are sent each month to Children’s  
Cancer Treatment Centers that stretch up the 
East coast from Florida to Massachusetts, and 
from the Midwest to California. The  
Foundation currently has a Treasure Chest 
program in every children’s cancer clinic in 
Illinois, Indiana and Wisconsin, and is  
constantly striving to leave no child forgotten 
in the nationwide battle against childhood 
cancer. 

 

It’s no accident that four of the volunteers on 
hand one recent Friday have been honored as 
past Foundation Volunteers of the Year. Now 
in her twelfth year of service, Nan Beard lost 
two daughters (Cathy and Alison) and her 
husband David to cancer, and yet somehow 
she has managed to turn these tragic personal 
losses into a positive in her life.  Losing three 
immediate family members to cancer in the 
short time span of two years would be  
devastating to anyone, but Nan credits her 
faith in God, her friends and more specifically 
the Treasure Chest Foundation for helping her 
to not only get through it, but to seek ways to 
motivate and help others around her. Nan has 
served for more than 20 years as an active 
member of Coffee and Comfort, a support 
group for women who have lost children. “I 
want these women to know that someday 
they’ll be ok, that despite the fact they’ll  
always have a hole in their heart, their  
children would want them to be happy. They 
need someone to tell them they’ll be all 
right.” 

 

Nan’s long-term loyalty has helped forge a 
special closeness with Colleen, whom Nan 
says is always concerned about her well  
being. Colleen was pleased, although not  

the least bit surprised herself, when two  
anonymous donors honored Nan last year by  
purchasing a plaque for the Foundation’s  
Donor Wall of Fame. The special presentation 
prompted a multitude of Nan’s family  
members from far and wide to participate in a 
surprise ceremony and luncheon which  
recognized Nan for her dedication and  
commemorated her husband and daughters. 
Nan appreciated the honor and remains  
convinced her departed daughters are  
continually looking down on her as she  
prepares toys for nationwide distribution. 

 

Soft spoken Jackie O’Rourke fir st learned 
of the Treasure Chest Foundation while ac-
companying her late husband Maurice to the 
Cardinal Bernardin Cancer Center in May-
wood for his cancer treatments. One day as 
she passed by an open cubicle, she heard a 
child crying softly and thought to herself how 
sad it was that someone so young would have 
to go through that. “I’m helping out just a bit 
to hopefully ease the pain of the poor little 
ones,” she says.  

“Anyone who has ever been exposed to 
cancer would want to do anything they 
can to help other victims, especially the  

children.” — Jackie O’Rourke 

“Colleen is doing for her life’s work what 
God intended her to do. I’m amazed at 

what has grown from the thoughtfulness 
and wonderful idea of this one person.” 

 — Diana Karasek 

Treasure Chest Foundation Volunteers Create Magic for Childhood Cancer Patients 



 

 

 

Nowhere is that modesty more evident than 
in the unassuming and personable Jinx 
Fromme. Three-and-a-half years ago Jinx 
decided to leave her southern roots in New 
Orleans and make the move north to  
Chicago to be closer to her daughter and 
her family. “The Treasure Chest  
Foundation is very current with the toys it 
distributes,” says Jinx. “I can identify much 
better with my grandchildren and their  
favorite toys, thanks to the exposure I get to 
new toys here.” Jinx credits the Foundation 
with easing the transition to her new life in 

a land full of strangers. “I love to volunteer, 
and I knew I’d meet people who wanted to 
support a great cause, just like me,” she 
says. “I have volunteered at several places, 
but I’ve met such sweet, wonderful people 
of all ages and interests with the Treasure 
Chest Foundation. It really has been a  
turning point in my being happy up North.” 

 

The group assembled this particular Friday 
also includes Diana Karasek, who eased 
into her role as a Foundation volunteer 
shortly after retiring some three-plus years 
ago. Tinley Park resident Diana and  
husband Richard hosted a creative toy drive 
in their Terrace Park subdivision in 
memory of their friend and neighbor, Len 
Astrowski, a crossing guard who passed 
away from cancer. The Karaseks  
distributed flyers asking neighbors to leave 
a new toy on their front porch, with a  
promise to pick up the toys one week later. 
The drive resulted in a truckload of more 
than 200 toys, yet another example of the  
ingenuity and compassion of the senior  
volunteers paying dividends for childhood 
cancer patients. Diana knows all too well 
the adverse effect of cancer as she has three  
sisters who are survivors of the disease. 
Through her volunteer work and the  
creative toy drive she spearheads, Diana 

derives a great deal of satisfaction knowing 
that she is helping to bring about some  
degree of comfort for the brave children 
during difficult times. 

 

Like Diana, Vida Burklow is a relative  
newcomer to the group who wanted to fill a 
void with volunteer work shortly after  
retiring. “I found out about the Treasure 
Chest Foundation after meeting Colleen at 
a professional women’s networking event 
we both attended,” recalls Vida. She shares 
a common belief with her co-volunteers 
about the importance of their work. 
“Knowing that what we do 
could possibly bring joy to the 
children is what motivates 
me,” says Vida.  
Colleen is especially  
grateful that Vida has  
become a recent addition to 
this essential group. “After I 
met Vida at the networking 
event, she told me she  
wanted to volunteer,”  
recalls Colleen about their 
first encounter. “Not  
everyone who says that  
follows through, but Vida has 
shown up faithfully  
every Friday and has  
managed to fit in beautifully. 
She will handle whatever job 
is needed, so I know I can 
always count on her.” 

 

You won’t find 2016  
Volunteer of the Year Janet 
Wilschke taking anything 
sitting down, not after she’s 
made the weekly trek from her 
Evergreen Park home to help out at the 
Foundation. Janet is  
versatile, lightning quick and has earned a 
reputation as the group’s “go-to deadline 
meeter.” Her trademark is a desire to  
constantly work on her feet, and in keeping 
with her passionate approach she had to be 
persuaded to sit down long enough for our 
interview. When asked what appeals to her 
most about volunteering for the  
Foundation, Janet said without hesitation, 
“Just about everything! The toy wrapping, 
fundraising, the people, the atmosphere and 
my co-workers. We’re all one big family!” 
Fitting in with this remarkable group came 
naturally to Janet who forged an impressive 
career for more than 40 years as a kitchen 
worker and diet nutritionist aide at Christ 
Hospital in Oak Lawn. 

 

It’s clear that the Treasure Chest  
Foundation provides a welcome haven of 
comfort for these senior volunteers whose 
unique skills, steadfast courage and  
compatible personalities all combine to 
create a powerful force whose sum is  
greater than its parts. That translates into a 
winning combination for both the  
volunteers who give so freely and selflessly 
of their time and efforts, and ultimately for 
the brave children and teens battling cancer. 
For the senior volunteers who have lost 
loved ones to cancer, it would be  
understandable, even expected behavior, to 

retreat into a world of self pity and despair. 
Instead, they have each drawn on their own 
inner strength, as well as the power born of 
the group’s close friendship, to bring about 
some amazing benefits for those less  
fortunate. And so, every Friday that  
familiar bit of magic continues to strike like 
a bolt of lightning at a small warehouse in 
Orland Park, much to the delight of the 
nation’s young cancer patients. 

“Knowing that what we do could possibly 
bring joy to the children is what  
motivates me.” — Vida Burklow 

Every Friday, from 10 to 4 and sometimes beyond, these  
dependable senior volunteers show up like clockwork to  

create their own brand of magic to benefit children and teens 
fighting cancer. Pictured (clockwise from left) Jackie 

O’Rourke, Diana Karasek, Nan Beard, Vida Burklow, Janet 
Wilschke and Jinx Fromme.  Other senior core volunteers for 
the Treasure Chest Foundation (not pictured) include Donna 

Karris, Jill Konieczny, Mary Lowery and Char Mannix.   

Treasure Chest Foundation Volunteers Create Magic for Childhood Cancer Patients 



 

 

 

President:  
James Rodriguez  

 
Secretary:  

Connie Lemar 
 

Treasurer:  
Maureen Cipolla  

 
Members: 

Giuliano Cipolla 
  

Matthew Gier 
 

Joyce Kelly 
 

Colleen Kisel  
 

Paul Maiellaro  
 

John McIntyre  
 

Jose Rodriguez 
 

John Waiting 

Board of  
Directors 

The Pediatric Oncology Treasure Chest Foundation Board of Directors recently 
hosted its first ever volunteer luncheon to recognize 49 volunteers who dedicate 
their time and talents week after week to help provide joy and smiles to young  

children and teens fighting cancer. The luncheon included a buffet lunch and ice 
cream sundae bar along with cupcakes from Doughs Guys Bakery, butter cookies 
from Orland Park Bakery and mini bundt cakes from Nothing Bundt Cakes. Every 

week these dependable volunteers show up like clockwork to create their own brand 
of magic to benefit children and teens fighting cancer. 

Treasure Chest Foundation Board of Directors  

Recognizes Weekly Volunteers   



 

 

A Mother’s Note of Thanks to the  
Treasure Chest Foundation 

 

My daughter had been in treatment for leukemia for the 
past five years (she relapsed after being out of treatment 
for a year and a half). With all of the spinal taps and 
painful injections she had to endure during the past five 
years, selecting gifts from the Treasure Chest have  
always been mood lifting events that have made a bad 
thing just a little more tolerable. 

 
  — Joan Vander Linde 

Mariya Torres was just six years old when 
she was diagnosed with cancer in 2011, an 
event which changed life abruptly for the 
Torres family. Five years later Mariya is 
cancer free and thriving. “The Treasure 
Chest Foundation has been nothing short of 
a blessing for our family.” 

 

 — Jennifer Torres 

This girl is the Number One Fan of our Treasure Chest! 
She knows when it has been refilled and always has a hard 
time deciding what toy or gift to choose because she loves 
everything. 

— Patient Representative Nikki Mejia 

     Baptist Children’s Hospital in Miami 

33rd Treasure Chest Program located at  
Baptist Children’s Hospital in Miami 

Mariya Torres  



 

 

 

Donations Make a Difference 



 

 

 

Donations Make a Difference 

Mokena Community  
Park District Foundation 

Vice President of Mokena Community Park District 
Foundation Dennis Bagdon proudly presents a $5,000 

donation to Treasure Chest Foundation CEO and Founder 
Colleen Kisel while visiting the Treasure Chest  

Foundation’s Orland Park facility.  

The Homer Glen Junior Woman’s Club leadership team  
proudly presents a $5,000 donation to Founder of the  

Treasure Chest Foundation (right) Colleen Kisel during their 
annual fall meeting hosted at the Homer Glen Village Hall.  

Homer Glen Junior  
Woman’s Club 



 

 

15430 70th Court 

Orland Park, IL 60462 

   Providing Toys and Smiles to Kids With Cancer 

 

 

Return Service Requested 

Who We Are The Pediatric Oncology Treasure Chest Foundation is a 
not-for-profit organization dedicated to providing comfort 
and distraction from painful procedures to children and 
teens who have been diagnosed with cancer by providing 
gifts from a treasure chest. 

What We Do The Foundation supports 10,000 children and teens each 
month who are diagnosed with cancer and treated at one 
of 49 hospitals. 

How We Do It The Foundation depends on contributions of money, toys 
and gifts through private and corporate donations. 

For news and notifications from The Treasure Chest Foundation 
join our electronic mailing list at: potcf@sbcglobal.net 

Visit Our Website! 

www.treasurechest.org 
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For more information on the Planned Giving Program, please call Colleen at 708-687-TOYS (8697). 

Treasure Chest Foundation Planned Giving Program 

The Treasure Chest Foundation has started a Planned Giving Program after a donor recently enlisted the help of her financial planner to make our Foundation the  
beneficiary of a planned gift. Any donor can designate the Pediatric Oncology Treasure Chest Foundation to be the beneficiary of a planned gift. IRA’s can be rolled over to 
our charity. Your financial planner will set up the instruments and all you have to do is let your wishes be known. Help keep the Treasure Chest Foundation alive in history 
by remembering our charity in a bequest or beneficiary designation. Planned gifts preserve the future of the Treasure Chest Foundation. To learn more about how you can 
make the Treasure Chest Foundation the beneficiary of a planned gift, consult with your financial planner.  

TAPS Cares for Kids with Cancer 
Celebrating the Life of Alyssa Marie Kent  

TAPS PUB 
15427 S. Cicero Ave., Oak Forest 

Saturday, October 8, 2016 
5 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

Raffle drawing at 6 p.m. 
Raffles, Split the Pot, Free Food 

and Live Music 

 
 
 

Durbins Cares for Kids with Cancer  
Durbins, 10240 S. Kedzie Ave. 

Evergreen Park 
Saturday, October 15, 2016 

3 p.m. – 7 p.m. 
Raffles, Split the Pot, Free Food 

Live Music by ACOUSTICALLY SKEWED 

 
 
 

Toys for our Treasures 
POTCF Dance Party Fundraiser 

Friday, November 11, 2016 
6:30 p.m. to midnight 
Biagio’s Banquet Hall 

4242 North Central Avenue in Chicago 

Upcoming Events  


